
REAKTOR | CONCEPT
REAKTOR offers a transdisciplinary stage for topics on society’s event horizon. Genres 
and formats merge in new experiences of art.

REAKTOR

REAKTOR, a new private exhibition space in Vienna, will open in the 
autumn of 2017 in the premises of the former Grand Etablissement 
Gschwandner. 1,200 square metres of exhibition and event space will 
combine various artistic forms of expression, making them available to 
the public. The formal focus is on music, the visual arts, dance, literature 
and film. The programme is oriented towards themes on society’s event 
horizon, as perceived through the transdisciplinary means of art.

A high artistic standard, critical questioning, enjoyment and aesthetics 
complement each other at REAKTOR. Visitors find a varied balance of cri-
tical positions, sensual experiences and surprising cross-links. The goal of 
the programming and presentation is to offer visitors a free space for their 
individual perspectives on the works displayed. 

REAKTOR invites cultural creators and partner institutions to present their 
positions within the historical event locations of the former Etablissement 
Gschwandner. Thanks to its location in Vienna’s 17th District, the ambi-
tious project of a private venue for the arts also represents the extension 
of high-level cultural offerings beyond Vienna’s core city. Its contents are 
aimed at an international expert audience, but also the interested public. 
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REAKTOR | THE HOUSE
1,200 m² for the arts. A historic Viennese building transforms into a multi-use 
art space.

ORGANISATION

Bernhard Kammel, film director and producer, founded REAKTOR as an 
autonomous institution for the arts. He joins forces with Anna Resch and 
Sebastian Jobst of Konnektom – sharing the responsibility for the artistic 
directorship and management of REAKTOR. Funded entirely by private re-
sources, the house enjoys economic and political independence. In order 
to preserve this independence, the venue will be rented out for selected 
private events. 

LOCATION

Architecturally, the building occupied by REAKTOR has been shaped by 
the classicist style of the turn of the 19th/20th century and by its former 
usage for balls, exhibitions, concerts and lectures during its time as Eta-
blissement Gschwandner. After its closing in 1960, the building was first 
used as a radio factory and later on as a storage space for theatrical sets; 
in 2017 it is being restored and opened to the public again under the title 
REAKTOR.

The centrepiece of REAKTOR consists of three halls from different histo-
rical building phases. Their generous configuration allows a high degree 
of flexibility for the presentation of art in all its forms and dimensions. As 
part of the restoration, the new infrastructure will enable multiple usages, 
including in particular a cinema with flexible seating.
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REAKTOR | PROGRAMME
REAKTOR will produce a diverse artistic programme of films, music, visual arts, dance 
and literature and host exhibitions and events by partner initiatives and institutions.

PROGRAMME | PREVIEW

Given today’s pointed economy of attention, events will rarely be repea-
ted and exhibitions shown only for a short duration. This means that visi-
tors will find a varied and diverse salon for the arts. With a diverse artistic 
programme of films, music, visual arts, dance and literature, REAKTOR 
regularly opens its doors to the public. The building is only accessible 
during events. 

REAKTOR OPENING

Transformation

For the opening of REAKTOR, the first programme will study the history of 
the building as a gastronomic and cultural venue for events and encoun-
ters of the fin de siècle, as well as its transformation into a contemporary 
location for experiencing art. Given this backdrop, one special focus is 
upon places that facilitate and act as catalysts for human communication. 
Thematically, the focus ranges from the phenomenon of etablissement 
culture of the fin de siècle to a cataloguing of contemporary personal 
communication as filtered by digital media, in an attempt to gauge the 
qualities and potential of REAKTOR as a place of encounter. Beyond genre 
boundaries, the arts serve as means of exploring these transformations, 
tracing them and allowing the audience to experience them sensually.

October 20 – 22, 2017

The Future of Demonstration

Season 1 | VERMÖGEN

This November, the first season of the art festival “The Future of Demons-
tration” will be presented at REAKTOR. Initiated and curated by Sylvia 
Eckermann, Gerald Nestler and Maximilian Thoman, this post-discipli-
nary art series is the new edition of the City of Vienna’s official media art 
festival. 
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REAKTOR | PROGRAMME
REAKTOR will produce a diverse artistic programme of films, music, visual arts, dance 
and literature and host exhibitions and events by partner initiatives and institutions.

Five international teams of artists, activists, scientists, theorists and 
technicians work together to create collaborative interventions, explo-
ring the present implications and potential future scenarios of increased 
digitalization, automation and other technological developments for 
society, ecology, economy and the arts. The audience experiences an art 
festival which is a conference, workshop and a place to experience artistic 
experimentation, all in one. In all their complexity, the activities of the ar-
tistic teams are accompanied by cameras, feeding a video stream whose 
dramaturgy and composition becomes an artwork in and of itself. 

www.thefutureofdemonstration.net

October 31 – November 11, 2017

Hermann Vompp Foundation 

Number ONE

As part of the Vienna Art Week, the Hermann Vompp Foundation exhibits 
current contemporary art positions. The works will be shown without 
revealing authorship, thus removing the market reference that accompa-
nies it. Leaving out the artists’ identity, divorcing the work from personal 
branding and public perception, allows the visitors’ view to concentrate 
fully on the works themselves, uninfluenced. 

Based on the “S.A.T.” Strategy* of the Hermann Vompp Foundation, artists 
are given the possibility to further develop their own working methods 
experimentally, far from the art market’s expectations as to content or 
economy.

* “Support by Acquisition and Trade Strategy”

November 15 – 19, 2017
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